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The concept of democracy had existed for a long time. However, in most 
countries, the formation of democratic system accompanied with the abolition of 
feudalism and the establishment of capitalism. Despite its extensive connotation and 
denotation, democracy is characterized by fair election, as most people such as 
Schumpeter and Huntington admit. The appearance of mass media, which is a 
revolution in communication history, influences every country’s democratization 
process deeply，especially during the election.  
Based on the review of the relationship between Taiwan media and Taiwan 
political transition, this article examines the construction of Taiwan’s public domain 
by analyzing news reports about Taiwan metropolitan elections of 2010 from Taiwan 
newspaper. The relationship between democracy and non-party organs which play 
important role in one-party period as well as that between democracy and Taiwan 
media in post-one-party period will be compared. Taiwan media’s impact on political 
process and its change as well as the cause behind it will be analyzed in advance. 
Documentary analysis and content analysis are main research methods. Others 
including comparative method are used as supplements. 
As the research reveals, Taiwan media exert different influences on 
democratization in different periods. During the Kuomintang Martial Law Era, 
political magazine promoted the liberty of speech and lead the opposition movements, 
which lead to the establishment of the first opposition. In 1990’s, championing for the 
right to use digital media, dissident lead by Democratic Progressive Party established 
illegal radio station as the party organ, contending with the party organ of 
Kuomintang, which facilitated the first transfer of political power. After 2008, because 
of the Populism and commercial reasons, mass media don’t play a good role as 
democracy facilitator, though the parties take turns in power. 
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